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tells us that conditions were horrible in the streets of Bahia: "Libidi-
nous, vagrant, and idle persons of one and the other sex who as soon
as night falls fill the streets and wander up and down them, without
shame or respect for anyone, but glorying in their lewdness. . . ."
The Greek professor then goes on to speak of the "fathers of poor
families"-our "poor whites"-who, with no other inheritance to
leave their daughters than that of idleness and a prejudice against
manual labor, "after they become adults, take advantage of them for
their own livelihood. . . .>>126 But the great majority of prostitutes
were those Negro women exploited by the whites. It was their bodies
-at times, tiny ten-year-old bodies-that, in the moral architecture
of Brazilian patriarchalism, constituted a formidable block of defense
against bold attacks by Don Juans on the virtue of the white ladies.
Burton reminds us of the relation between Agapemone127 and the
purity of the domestic hearth: the more prosperous the former, the
freer the latter of Don-Juanism. The theory of Bernard Mandeville.128
Applied to patriarchal Brazil, it leads to this conclusion: the virtue of
the white woman of the upper classes rested largely upon the prosti-
tution of the Negro slave girl. The mother of a family, the unmarried
girl, women in general, not alone in Minas but in Brazil as a whole,
impressed Burton as being "exceptionally pure." For the Brazilian
woman was not to be judged by the customs of the court and the
cities, but by the manners of her sex in the interior of the country.
In the provinces women lived under a system of Oriental semi-
seclusion, that is true; but they were exceptionally pure, for all that.
This purity the English traveler does not hesitate to contrast with
the "flirtations" of young women in the British Isles before marriage,
and with the comparative freedom that Canadian and North Ameri-
can women enjoy both before and after wedlock.129 But before ac-
cepting in any self-congratulatory spirit Burton's eulogies of the
purity of Brazilian women in the days of slavery, we are compelled
to recall the fact that much of this chastity, much of this purity,
rested upon slave prostitution and was at the expense of the much
maligned mulatto woman; it was at the cost of a promiscuity and lax-
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